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The Federal System 
 

 

 Multiple-Choice Questions 
 
 
1. In a __________ system, local and regional governments derive authority from the national 

government. 
 
a. unitary 
b. bi-cameral 
c. confederate 
d. constitutional 
e. federal 

 
2. What are the two types of powers given to the national government under the United States 

Constitution? 
 
a. enumerated; implied 
b. enumerated; suggested 
c. implied; explicit 
d. suggested; explicit 
e. suggested; implied 

 
3. Under the system created by the Framers, the national and state governments share power 

and derive all authority from __________. 
 
a. the Bill of Rights 
b. the Constitution 
c. the people 
d. the President 
e. the Declaration of Independence 

 
 
 
 



4. Article VI of the U.S. Constitution establishes that federal law is __________ in conflicts 
between federal and state law. 
 
a. irrelevant 
b. persuasive authority 
c. secondary 
d. supreme 
e. insignificant 

 
5. The __________ Amendment says that says that those powers not given to the federal 

government and not prohibited to the states by the Constitution are reserved for the states 
and the people. 
 
a. First 
b. Eighth 
c. Tenth 
d. Eleventh 
e. Fourteenth 

 
6. __________ powers are shared by the federal and state governments. 

 
a. Concurrent 
b. Constitutional 
c. Federal 
d. Libertarian 
e. Unified 

 
7. Which clause in the Constitution ensures that judicial decrees and contracts made in one 

state will be binding and enforceable in another? 
 
a. Commerce 
b. Dormant Commerce 
c. Due Process 
d. Equal Protection 
e. Full Faith and Credit 

 
8. In the 1980s and 1990s, the Republican party led the __________ revolution, which 

demanded that the national government return administrative authority to state 
governments. 
 
a. contract 
b. devolution 
c. evolution 
d. silent 
e. white 

 
 



9. What was the first major Supreme Court decision to define the relationship between the 
federal and state governments? 
 
a. Barron v. Baltimore 
b. Dred Scott v. Sandford 
c. Gibbons v. Ogden 
d. McCulloch v. Maryland 
e. U.S. v. Lopez 

 
10. In Gibbons v. Ogden, the Supreme Court held that Congress has the power to regulate 

__________ activity. 
 
a. interstate commercial 
b. educational 
c. holiday 
d. intrastate commercial 
e. local 

 
11. Which amendment gave Congress the power to levy and collect taxes on incomes without 

apportioning them among the states? 
 
a. Seventeenth 
b. Sixteenth 
c. Fourteenth 
d. Tenth 
e. Fifth 
 

12. Which clause of the U.S. Constitution did the Supreme Court interpret in McCulloch v. 
Maryland? 
 
a. Commerce 
b. Dormant Commerce 
c. Due Process 
d. Equal Protection 
e. Necessary and Proper  
 

13. What are reserved powers? 
 
a. powers specifically delegated to the national government by the Constitution 
b. powers specifically delegated to state governments by the Constitution 
c. powers not specifically delegated to the national government by the Constitution 
d. powers not specifically delegated to state governments by the Constitution 
e. powers specifically delegated to both the state or national government 

 
 
 
 
 



14. Before the ratification of the Constitution, the United States was organized as ___________. 
 
a. colonies 
b. a confederation 
c. a monarchy 
d. an oligarchy 
e. a conglomerate 
 

15. State Defense of Marriage Acts potentially violate which clause of the Constitution? 
a. Commerce 
b. Supremacy Clause 
c. Due Process 
d. Equal Protection 
e. Full Faith and Credit 

 
16. What was the dominant model of federalism in the 1950s? 

 
a. cooperative 
b. dual 
c. progressive 
d. republican 
e. unified 

 
17. Which type of federalism is characterized by a system of separate and distinct state and 

national governments? 
 
a. combined 
b. cooperative 
c. dual 
d. progressive 
e. pure 

 
18. Which of the following clauses requires states to return criminals to states where they have 

been convicted or are to stand trial? 
 
a. extradition 
b. commerce 
c. due process 
d. full faith and credit 
e. privileges and immunities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



19. The Seventeenth Amendment placed in the hands of the people the power to elect which of 
the following? 
 
a. state executives 
b. local officials 
c. the president 
d. members of Congress 
e. senators 

 
20. New Federalism favors which type of government grant? 

 
a. block grants 
b. business grants 
c. categorical grants 
d. programmatic requests 
e. unfunded mandates 

 
21. The power of both the state and federal governments to levy taxes is an example of 

__________ federalism. 
 
a. layer cake 
b. marble cake 
c. pineapple upside down cake 
d. cupcake 
e. pancake 

 
22. The New Deal best exemplifies which type of federalism? 

 
a. dual 
b. combined 
c. competitive 
d. cooperative 
e. progressive 

 
23. Which of the following is an implied power of the federal government? 

 
a. admitting new states 
b. coining money 
c. creating banks 
d. establishing federal courts 
e. levying taxes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



24. Which of the following is the best definition of federalism? 
 
a. A constitutional arrangement by which power is distributed between a central government 
and state governments. 
b. A constitutional arrangement by which sovereign states create a limited central 
government. 
c. A constitutional arrangement concentrating power in a central government. 
d. A loose association of states constitutionally created by a strong central government. 
e. A loose association of states with mutually recognized compacts but no central 
government. 

 
25. What was the dominant form of federalism in the 1920s? 

 
a. dual 
b. combined 
c. competitive 
d. cooperative 
e. progressive 

 
 
 
 

 


