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Principles and Formations of Government 

Multiple Choice 
IdentifY the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question. 

1. This is NOT a feature of all the states in today's world. 
a. population c. territory 
b. democracy d. government 

2. This system of government gives all powers to the national government. 
a. federal c. confederacy 
b. socialists d. unitary 

3. A loose union of independent states is a 
a. federal system. c. confederacy. 
b. constitutional government. d. unitary system. 

4. The effort to control or influence the conduct of government is called 
a. politics. c. laissez-faire. 
b. constitutional law. d. free market. 

5. This man's writings influenced the American revolutionaries. 
a. Adam Smith c. Karl Marx 
b. John Locke d. Abraham Lincoln 

6. This system divides the power between the state and national governments. 
a. socialist c. communist 
b. unitary d. federal 

7. A plan that provides the rules for government is called a 
a. constitution. c. preamble. 
b. consensus. d. political party. 

8. This study is concerned with a government's power and the rights of the citizens. 
a. constitutionallaw c. capitalism 
b. democracy d. laissez-faire 

9. These nations are in the early stages of industry and technology. 
a. unitary systems c. developing nations 
b. federal systems d. developed nations 

I 0. This term means a state has supreme and absolute authority within its territorial boundaries. 
a. consensus c. social contract 
b. sovereignty d. democracy 

11. This is the institution through which the state maintains social order. 
a. sovereignty c. politics 
b. republic d. government 

12. This is NOT a theory of the origin of the state. 
a. divine right theory 
b. social contract theory 

c. 
d. 

ruler's right theory 
evolutionary theory 

13. American colonies declared their independence based on 
a. Aristotle's theory of the polis. c. John Locke's political writings. 
b. the Aztec's divine right theory. d. consensus of the population. 
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14. This plan provides the rules for government. 
a. constitution c. Preamble 
b. confederacy d. politics 

15. This statement in the Constitution sets forth the goals and purposes to be served by the government. 
a. Prologue c. Preface 
b. Preamble d. Prelude 

16. Defining the extent and limits of government power and rights of citizens is the purpose of 
a. a federal system. c. politics. 
b. an unitary system. d. constitutional law. 

17. The United States is an example of 
a. a unitary government. 
b. a developed nation. 

c. 
d. 
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a confederacy. 
an undeveloped nation. 
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