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Legislative Oversight

ÅLegislative Oversight- is the power to 
review executive branch activities on an 
ongoing basis.

ÅThe executive carries out the laws through 
a huge bureaucracy of multiple agencies 
and hundreds of public officials.

ÅThe oversight power of congress can be 
focused on a wide array of programs and 
officials. 



ÅLegislative oversight is a great example of how the 
system of checks and balances works.

ïExamples:
ÅCongress makes the laws 

ÅExecutive branch carries out the laws 

ÅExecutive branch interprets what the law means in a practical 
sense 

ÅCongress can later check how the executive branch had 
administered the law, and decide whether is met the lawôs 
goals

ÅThe 1946 legislative reorganization act- asked 
congress to exercise ñcontinuous watchfulnessò 
over executive agencies.

ÅCongress exercises oversight power by using 
legislative veto 



Power to 

Investigate



ÅThe performance and ethics of 

government officials and organizations 

are often under review



1972

ÅCongress launched its first true 

investigation of performance after the 

US Army was quickly defeated by the 

Native Americans.



High Profile Government 

Investigations

ÅThe sinking of the Titanic (1912)


