Constituents and Conflicts

Arhe national electorate chooses the president that they believe will carry
out duties that will be in the best interest of the nation.

A/oters in states elect members to congress who they believe will improve
their own individual state.

AThe president looks out more for the interest of a nation as a whole, and
members in congress look out for a narrower interest of their own state.

MBecause both branches look out for different interests, conflicts often

% occur on the issue of public policy
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Checks and Balances

A Checks and Balances is a system in which the different branches of government can
balance each other so that one branch does not gain too much power.

A The President can veto a bill that congress has created

A Congress can amend or override the veto so the bill becomes a law




Party Politics

APresident Obamads el ecti
Democratic majority in Congress turned over a
new leaf for the first time in many years

A Bi-partisan (two parties) government causes
conflict when Congress is one party and the
President is another
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Organization as a Cause of Conflict

AOrgani zational procedur e
unlimited debate rule allow legislation to be
slowed or even stopped

A Committee system can influence the passing of
bills because of the | e:
used as a weapon against President.
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Different Political
Timetables

AThe President and Congress
have different political timetables.

MPresidents have 3 years for their
agendas and 1 year to run for

@ reelection.
e MRepresentatives have 2 years
/Senators have 6 years
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