


ÁThe power to investigate was 
given to the government 
ÁSome things that the 
government investigated in 
the past are 
ÇThe Titanic
ÇOrganized crime in the 
мфрлΩǎ
ÇSteroid use in major 
league baseball 



üInvestigations may be conducted by 
a standing committee or a select 
committee; these investigations can 
last for months.
üCongressional investigations can 
occur for many reasons; in 1998 the 
Senate Finance Committee opened 
hearings on the IRS (Internal Revenue 
Service), which led to a vote of 97 to 0 
ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Lw{Ωǎ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ 
collecting money. 
üCongress can even investigate its 
own people.
üInvestigations can lead to new laws 
to deal with a problem, reform a 
government program, or to the firing 
of officials.


