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Americaõs 
political 
system often 
brings 
Congress 
and the 
president 
into direct 
conflicté

VS.



¾Presidents promote 
policies that they feel 
are in the best interest 
of the entire nation.

¾ Individual states and 
congressional districts 
elect their own members 
in Congress.  These 
representatives often 
have much narrower 
interests than those on 
the national level.

¾This leads to conflict 
between the federal and 
state governments on 
public policy.



¾The system of checks and balances serves to 

counteract the powers of each of the 

branches of government

ÁFor example, the president can veto a bill, but 

then Congress can override the veto if they feel 

that it would benefit their state or district.  

Likewise, the members of Congress can 

strengthen the chances of the president vetoing 

the bill by offering their support.


